
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2796 Ventura Ave. 
Santa Rosa, Ca 95403 

 
Phone: 707-565-7398 

Fax: 707-565-6930 
www.sonomasheriff.org 

 

Important Phone Numbers 

Emergency……………………………9-1-1 

Dispatch (Non-Emergency)……......565-2121 

Business Line (Non-Emergency)…..565-2650 

Crime Prevention……….……….....565-7398 

Abandoned Vehicles…………….…565-7395 

Graffiti Removal ……………....…..565-7397 

Guerneville Sub……………..……..869-0202 

Sonoma Valley Sub………...………996-9495 
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Gang Prevention Resources 
 
McDowell Drug Task Force 
1712 Orinda Court  
Petaluma, CA 94954 
(707) 762-7702 Service/Intake  
 
Lifeworks Of Sonoma County 
1200 College Avenue  
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
(707) 568-2300  
web:  www.lifeworkssc.org 
 
El Puente 
(707) 568-2300 ext. 107  
 
Restorative Resources 
3440 Airway Drive, Ste. E  
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
(707) 542-4244  
web:  www.restorativeresources.org 
 
The Center For Social And 
Environmental Stewardship 
9619 Old Redwood Hwy  
Windsor, CA 95492 
(707) 838-6641  
web:  www.cfses.org 
 
Sonoma County 2-1-1 Community 
Resource Directory 
Sonoma County 2-1-1 is staffed by 
volunteers who provide the link between 
people who have needs with the services 
that can alleviate those needs. Call 
Specialists are available 24/7, every day of 
the year. Si llama hablamos Español. 
web:  211wc.org 
 

 



 

 

Defining a Gang 

A gang is a group of people who share a common 

purpose; engage in criminal activity like drug 

dealing, graffiti, and violence; and often have a 

common name, symbol, or color. Young people of 

all socioeconomic and ethnic backgrounds 

participate in gangs. Although the majority of 

gang members are male, female gang 

involvement continues to increase. Gang 

members participate in delinquent and criminal 

activities such as graffiti, property crimes, gun 

violence, and drug trafficking. 

 

Why Do Young People Join Gangs? 

The factors that influence youth to join gangs can vary; 
however, there are identifiable risk factors and 
motivations that encourage youth gang involvement. 
These include individual factors such as peer pressure, 
family conditions, lack of school involvement, 
community turmoil, family history, the excitement of 
gang activity, attention, financial benefit (e.g., from 
selling drugs or stolen property), and a lack of 
realization of the hazards involved. Youth who are 
delinquent and involved in violence, drug and alcohol 
abuse, and promiscuous sexual activity have a higher 
incidence of gang membership.  

In many cases, young 
people are not actively 
discouraged from gang 
activity by their parents. In 
fact, more than not, parents 
don’t realize that their 
children are engaged in gang 
activity and assume it’s 
always someone else’s child. 

 

 

Individual Factors 

PEER PRESSURE: Youth who are associated with and 
intimidated by delinquent friends are at risk of gang 
involvement. 

FAMILY CONDITIONS: Youth who lack protection, 
affirmation, and a stable family structure are inclined to 
join gangs. Moreover, youth who have gang-involved 
family members are likely to continue the gang 
tradition. 

LACK OF SCHOOL INVOLVEVEMENT: Youth who are 
truant, lack scholastic achievement, and are viewed 
negatively by educators are likely to further their 
delinquency via gang involvement. 

COMMUNITY TURMOIL: Youth who regularly see or 
experience poverty, drug abuse, and are frequently 
exposed to gang activity may glorify the gang lifestyle 
and feel compelled to join a gang. Youth who feel 
unprotected in their neighborhood may be promised 
safety by gang members. 

FAMILY HISTORY:  A Youth whose family has a history 
of gang involvement has a high probability they will 
become a gang member themselves.  Being exposed to 
the gang lifestyle at an early age and feeling the 
pressure to fit in with the rest of the family leads youths 
to join. 

EXCITEMENT OF GANG ACTIVITY:  Some youth may 
get a rush out of committing crimes, intimidating others 
and being part of a group that is anti-authority. 

ATTENTION:  Youth who seek recognition and attention 
that they may not be receiving from family or friends 
will often join gangs for a sense of companionship and 
attention. 

FINANCIAL BENEFITS:  Youth who seek money and 
power are also more likely to join gangs.  

LACK OF REALIZATION:  Youth don’t realize the severity 
and seriousness of some of the crimes they may be 
asked to commit or become involved in because they 
are part of a gang. 

 

 Signs of Gang Involvement 

The same factors that influence youth to join gangs can 
also be early warning signs that youth are involved in 
gang activity.  

Below is a list that can help you identify youth gang-
related behaviors and activities. 

 Changing friends 

 Graffiti and/or Displaying gang symbols on books, 
lockers, clothing, etc. 

 Wearing or displaying colored clothing, hat, or 
bandana, or even how an article of clothing is worn 
such as such as a hat tilted to the left or to the 
right. 

 Tattoos 

 Hand signals, which are typically signs made by 
formation of the fingers on one or both hands to 
make some sort of symbol or letter. 

 Losing interest in school and family 

 Becoming truant 

 Using drugs and alcohol 

 Carrying weapons or large amounts of cash 

 Getting arrested 

Not all youth displaying these warning signs are gang 
members, therefore, it is important to review the facts 
presented.   

If you have questions about gang activity in your 
community, contact the Sheriff’s Office Gang Unit. 

 

You may also anonymously report gang 
activity to Sheriff’s Office  

Gang Unit by calling: 

707-565-7394 

 

 


